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GENTLEMEN, 5 
4 


AM confident you are not , I 
unacquainted with the cele- 50 
brated Authors which I © 
have made uſe of in my Let- | 
ter, which I the more freely 
3 being appropo to the Caſe in .- 
Hand. I leave it with you, being con- 
deni you will uſe your ' Endeavours to * 5 x 
convince the Mos of the many Gain- © 
agen, 
'T am, with * Reſpect, - :; 4.0.8 
3 GenTLEMEN, F | 
Your moſt Obedi lent Humble Servant, 


F. G. F. R. S. 
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Nr Truth, 1 mean, * ven- 
ane to ſay bold and un- 
L cceptable Things; for free 
BY and cordial Adyice and Re- 
proof is a moſt wholſome 
and nbi Medicine: It is one of the 
moſt noble and uſeful Offices of Friendſhip; 
the beſt Argument that a Man's Affection 

s ſincere, when he is content to run the 

x | Hazard of giving ſome little Uneaſineſs in 


. Peroſpect 


4 . * 
2 
2 * 
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ä Proſpea of doing a great deal of Good: 
For it is profiting and not pleafing, that 
every Friend ſhould aim at. 3 and one of the 
moſt important as well as moſt expreſs 
Commands, which the Goſpel has left — 


Tf thy Brother offend, admoniſh him. 


THERE is no Man or Set of Men {6 
circumſpect in all "their Behaviour, as not 
- ſometimes:to ſtand in need of having this 
Phyſick applied to him. Thoſe who are 
proſperous and great in the World, and 


more eſpecially by unlawful Gains, ſurely 


require it more than others. —— And yet 
this Office as neceſſary and uſeful as it is 
is diſcharged faithfully by a very few; for 


indeed few are capable of diſcharging it; 


there being three Qualifications neceflary to 
Eapacitate Men for it. Theſe are Judgment 
or Diſcretion; Freedom or Courage to 


ſpeak what one thinks, and Affection or 


Fidelity. All theſe make the Compoſition 


perfect and all muſt concur to give a Re- 


liſh and due Temper to each other. Very 
te indeed care to undertake” this ungrate- 


A 
* 
* 3% 


(9) 

fal Office for fear of diſpleaſing, and of 
thoſe who have Courage enough to attempt 
few have Skill enough to perform it as it 
5 ſhould be. Now this is an extreamly nice 
4 Undertaking, and if ill done like a Me- 
dicine improperly given, though never ſo 
| ſovereign in its own Nature, it puts the. 
Patient to a World of Uneaſineſs, and is 
ſure to do more Hurt than Good. The 
Effect of it is only to harden him the more; 
and thus Reproof hath the ſame Operation 
that F lattery would have; only with this 
Difference, that the one gives Pain and Re- 
ſentment, and the other Pleaſute and Satiſ- 
faction. For as excellent and noble as 
Truth is, yet hath it not the Priviledge of 
being ſeaſonable, but requires a great ma- 
ny favourable Circumſtances to ſoften and 
3 recommend i it. For let a Man's Intention 
and Meaning be never fo good, and the 


® Subſtance of his Advice never ſo excellent, 


yet there may be Faults in the applying it. 
Now, Gentlemen, to govern myſelf aright 
in this tickliſh Point, and as tis nor. cal- 
ulated for any Particular Perſon, but is of 3 
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a Publick Nature to prevent 2 growing 
Evil, and as it concerns the Peace, Happineſs 
and Welfare of our Countrymen in general, 
my Deſign being to expoſe thoſe flagrant 7 
Crimes that have been attended with the moſt |} 
deplorable} ill Conſequences, under which | 
Thoulands of Families are bleeding. There 
is now by a Divine Hand of Providence a 
Bill now depending in the Houſe of Lords 
prevent the pernicious Practice of Stock- 
jobbing. Obſerve the Title, Gentlemen, 
be unbiaſs'd i in your Sentiments, look back 
to the Year 1720, Conſider the vile Arts 
then made uſe of to blow up Stock above 
its real intrinſick Value; Conſider the ill 
Effects it had on the Minds of the greateſt 
Part of the Kingdom; Remember the In- 
fatuation of the People at that Time: Had 


Stocks of all Sorts ever been carried to ſuch 9 
a Height, if Bulling (imaginary Purchaſes)  & 
Puts and Refuſals by Way of Contract had 


been timely ſuppreſs'd, were it not owing | 
to a bad Set of Men then at the Helm of 
Afﬀairs and ſometime i in the Direction of 2 
certain Company, Ko ſtudied only to | 


gorge 4 


(11) 
gorge themſelves with Riches, at the Ex- 
pence and Ruin of the miſguided unwary 
Gentlemen and Tradeſmen artfully and de- 
ſignedly trapann'd, ſoothed and cajol'd in- 
to their Schemes to be made the Preys of 


2 Helliſh Crew. Gentlemen, Was hot this 


the Caſe? And have you not ſince the Year 
Twenty ſeen the ſame Schemes 1 in Embryo? 
Are there not a Set of Men without Doors 
as well as within, conſtantly racking their 
Invention, in making an ill Uſe of every 
Piece of true News, and for Want thereof, 
coining, counterfeiting falſe News, purely 
to impoſe on the ignorant Part of Man- 
kind. Mens Properties in the ſeveral 
Companies need not ſuch baſe Arts to make 
them markatable. No, while ſome want 
Stock, and others Money, which will al- 
ways certainly be the Caſe, there will be a 
continued Commerce, While Men pur- 
chaſe Stocks by way of Contract without 
# Monies, which are in that Language calved 
Bulls, and others ſell Stocks who have none 
to deliver, which in the ſame Language are 
ſtil'd Bears, chere will be only an imaginary, 
3) n momeutary 


1 , 


ers) 


- mormentary Value, pro empor. "Though 
Hydibr as tells TYS. * 


— The Value of a Thing 
15 juſt as much a as it ic will bring, 


That 1 imaginary or momentary Value is no 
| Proof of the real intrinſick ' meritorious 
| Value. For no ſooner theſe Shittlecock 
Contracts ceaſe the Stocks will riſe or fall in 
Proportion to the Value of Monies and 
Credit of the Times. 


And now, ee reſpecting the in- 
teſtine Evils that have been raging for 


many Years, within the Borders of Ex- 
, —— 


Query, Has not the Alley wor a Ren- 
dez vous of Broken Tradeſmen, Bankrupts, 1 
and Gameſters; nay, Has not ſome of the RK 
-- moſt ſcandalous Part of Mankind turn- 


ed their Back, nor honeſt Induſtry crept in 4 
= 4 for Shelter there, govern'd by ther man 


ſordid Paſſion) of Avarice, the Diſeaſe of | 
Fools | ö 


(13) 
Fools and Earth-worms, who eſteemRiches, 
(tho* unwarrantably attain'd) as the Su- 
preme Good and the moſt exquilite Attain- 
ment Humane Nature is capable of, and 
dread Poverty as the Laſt of Evils, who 
cannot content themſelves with a bare Com- 
petency, or ſuch Proviſions as are neceſſary 


ſmall, that very.few want them. Poor ab- 
ject Creatures that meaſure Riches by the 
Bags and Weights of Bankers and Gold- 
ſmiths. — Whereas on a juſt SCRUTINY 
Nature teaches us to make a different 
Judgment, and direfts us to the Standard 
of our own juſt Occaſions. New on a fur- 
ther Scrutiny is not this very Extremity of 
Folly, to fall down and worſhip that which 


. -o Tk 2 1 - 


it under our Feet, and hiding it in the 


a Thing not fit for Publick View; but 


n- to be trampled or trod upon as a juſt Ob- 
in ject of our Neglect, and an Intimation of 
an its own Worthleſsneſs? There it was ori- 


Sina! ly, and there it had remain'd to all 
Eternity 


for their Subſiſtence which indeed are fo 


Nature has taught us to deſpiſe by caſting. | 


Bowels and ſecret Caverns of the Earth as 


A EE Eg” 
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Eternity had not the Vices of Men ranſack- 
ed 'thoſe dark Cells and with great Diffi- 
culty and Violence drawn it up: And great 


che Rewardd of ſuch Induſtry has been: For 


What have they gain'd by it but the Ground 
of infinite Controverſies and Quarrels, and 
Bliobdſhed and Rapine, a fatal Inſtrument 
dr devoùring and deſtroying one another. 
We take nnſpeakable Pains .to fetch up that 
Wy Ground (ſays one) . which when we | 
have it ſerves us only to fight for (like Bulls 


ald Ben in an Uproar.) Nature indeed 


Teems in ſome Meaſure to have given ſure 
Prefages how miſerable thoſe Men ſhould 


be Who are in Love with Gold; by the 
Manner of its Growth and the Quality of 
the Soil that produces it, for as that Ground 
"Where the Veins of this Mettal are found is 
unprofltable for other Uſes; and neither 


Graſs; nor Plants, nor any other thing of 


Value and Service to Mankind will grow 


there. it is in this Reſpect a molt lively 


Emblem of the Minds of Men which are 


Enamour'd with it; they being in like 
manner the moſt ſordid and abandon'd 
Wretches 
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Wretches and condemned to. Barrenneſs 3 
void of all Honour, loſt to all Virtue; and 
no kind of Thing that is good i in itſelf or 
beneficial to the World is obtain'd or ex: 
pected from them. — What a horrible De- 
gradation is this? And how do we leflen 
and diſparage ourſelves when we give. up 
that Dominion and Liberty to which we 
were born by becaming Servants and Slaves 
to the very meaneſt of our Subjects? For 
Riches (as is moſt truly obſerved * ) are 
wiſe Man's Seryants, but the Fool's 
Maſters. And the Covetous Man cannot 
be ſaid to poſſeſs Wealth as that may be 
ſaid. to poſſeſs, him. He hath it in ſuch a 
Senſe only, as he hath a Fever, or ſome 
violent Diſeaſe which hath got an abſolute 
Maſtery oyer him and preys upon his Vitals 
and all his Faculties, How extravagant is 

it to dote upon that which neither hath 
any, Goodneſs of irs own nor was ever able 


We r 006 Mn, good, fince che Be- 
| | ginning 


6: . Eier- Divi in is rein oþud 
Stultum in Imperio. 
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Sinning of the World ? A Thing through 
Providence diſtributed promiſcuouſly, ſcat- 
tered in common to all the World, and 
the greateſt Share very often permitted to 
the worſt and moſt ſcandalous Part of Man- 

kind? Nor is this all. For though the 
Thing be indifferent in its own Natute, 
and that ſingle Conſideration is ſufficient to 
wean or at leaſt to moderate our Affecti- 
ons yet the Effects and Conſequences of 
it are by no Means indifferent, but in the 
Ifue and Event incline ſtrongly to the 
. Worſe. —— The Debaſement of Mens 
Minds and the Depravations of their Man- 
ners being the manifeſt and frequent Effect 
of it, and though it cannot be proved that 
| Riches ever reformed one ill Diſpoſition, 
and made it virtuous. Yet there are innu- 
merable Inſtances of Perſons otherwiſe well 
diſpoſed who have been corrupted and made 
vitious by this Means, And when we have 
computed all the Conveniencies that attend! 
them, and repreſented theſe in their beſt 
Light, and to all poſſible Advantage; it 
muſt be acknowledged after all, chat a 
. . great 


(17) 

great many wiſe Men have liv'd very eaſy 
and happy without them; and a great many 
more fooliſh and naughty Men have died 
ſcandaloufly for them. — So then they are 
no neceſſary Ingredient of Life and they 
expoſe us to Danger and Diſgrace and 
Death. In a Word, this is to act upon 
ourſelves the Barbarity and Tyranny for 
which the cruel Meſentius was infamous; to 
tie the living Body to the dead Carcaſs, that 
fo it might languiſn and expire with greater 
Torment. To mix a noble and refin'd 
Spirit with the Droſs and Excrement of the 
Earth; to perplex and involve the Soul 
with innumerable Difficulties and Tortures 
which this Paſſion will be ſure to bring 
upon it, to entangle one's ſelf in the Snares 
of the wicked One, and voluntarily to be 
taken Captive by the Adverſaries of Souls 
as the Scripture admirably expreſſes it. And 
indeed there is ſcarce any Vice more pathe- 


tically and more frequently decried in thoſe 
Bb rd 
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holy Books. Where we find thoſe very 
fignificant Characters. The unrighteous 
Mammon; the Thorns which choak the 
good Seed of Piety and Virtue ; the Robber 
that ſteals away Mens. Hearts and Aﬀec- 
tions; the Nets and Snares of the Devil; 
the Idolatry that draws Men off from the 
Regard and Worſhip of the true God ; and 
the Love of Money which is the Root of 
all Evil, And ſure if Men would but turn 
their Eyes inward and obſerye the Ruſt and 
fretting Canker of Sins and Diſcontents, 
and deſperate Anxieties which Riches breed 
in their Hearts, with the ſame Attention 
and Diligence that they gaze upon their 
glittering Metals with, the Conſequence of 

this muſt be, that they would then be as 
much and as generally hated and deſpiſed. 
as now, we fee, they are beloved and ad- 
mired. Neceſſity wants many Things.— 
Covetouſneſs wants every thing. The Co- 


vetous Man is good to no Body, but 
worſt of all to Himſelf. 


Gentlemen, 


(19) 
' Gentlemen, The foregoing Harangue, is 
to ſhew and explode the ſordid Vice of 
Avarice; and more eſpecially the illegal 
Attempts of over-reaching . ourſelves by 
unlawful Plunder and ſinful Games, which 
in Exchange- Alley has been one of the cry- 
ing Crimes of this Proteſtant Nation - 
Make, Gentlemen, a thorough Scrutiny 
into yourſelves, and examine yourſelves by 
the Goſpel Syſtem, judge yourſelves and 
repent before *tis too late. Aut nunc aut 
nunquam. | 13 


There is, indeed, Gentlemen, another 
Paſſion which is by no means free from 
Vice neither, and that is (tho' very little 
the Complaint of our Day) a downright 
Deteſtation and obſtinate Refuſal of Riches; 
For this is refuſing the Means and the Op- 
M -portunities of doing Good, and putting it 
out of a Man's Power to practiſe many 
excellent and beneficial Virtues. --- There 
needs but little Conſideration to convince 
C 2 q usz 
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us, that the uſing Riches as one ought, and 
getting an abſolute Dominion over them is 
a Task much more laborious and difficult 
than the being content under the Want of 
them; and a prudent and virtuous Behavi- 
our in Poverty 1s more attainable than a 

ſteady Goodnefs in the Midft of Plenty. 


Tn the former of theſe Circumſtances a Man 


hath but one Attack to guard, and may 
bend all his Forces againſt that without Di- 
ſtraction; if he can but keep his Courage 
up from ſinking under the Affliction and 
maintain the Ground with Conſtancy and 
Reſolution, he hath done his Buſineſs ef- 
ſectually. But the Temptations of Wealth 


and Proſperity are various, I had almoſt Z 


ſaid infinite: And the Duties which are 


expected from Perſons in that Condition 


are proportionably ſo too. There muſt be 
"Temperance in the Uſe of them, Modera- 


tion in our Deſires; Liberality to thoſe 9 
that want the Comforts we enjoy; Prudence 
in the Choice of the Objects to exerciſe that 1 
9 upon 3 Humility, Madneſs and 

1 8 Condeſcenſion, 3 


» 
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(2). 
Condeſcenſion, and - ſeveral others too nu- 


merous to be ſpecified particularly. The 
Indigent Men has only his own Virtue to 


take Care of, the Rich muſt preſerve that, 


and has another Task of Action and Di- 
ſtribution to take care of afterwards. ---He 


that diveſts himſelf of large Poſſeſſions is 


at Leiſure for greater and better Things, 
which mov'd ſome Philoſophers and Chri- 
ſtians to do ſo. He does at the ſame time 
disburthen - himſelf of a World of Cares, 


and Sorrows, - of - Duties, - Difficulties un- 


avoidable, which attend the Management 


of himſelf, firſt in the Purſuit and Acquiſi- 
tion, then in the keeping, then in the uſing 


and diſpenſing of Wealth. So that upon 


the whole Matter, (except when done upon 


a Principle of Charity and Religion) this 
is only the declining of Sollicitude, and 


Buſineſs and Trouble; and when ſuch Men 
pretend to Reſignation and Magnanimity 


and Contempt of the World. I ſhould 
make no Scruple to tell them very freely, 
Gentlemen, You renounce theſe Things, not be- 


cauſe | 
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canſe they are advantageous and you are got 


above them, but becattſe you know not how to 


the Tronble and Hazard which thoſt who - 
male à right Uſe of them, and are afraid of 


the Trouble and Hazard, which thoſe who 
male it their Buſineſi to poſſeſs and manage 


| them, as they ought, ars of Neceſſity expoſed 


#9, For when all is done, tho* Riches do 
not deferve our Hearts and are an Object 
too low for aur Affections, yet they are 
much too high for our Diſdain. And tho' 


no wiſe Man will ſuffer himſelf to be 


brought into Bondage to them, nor deſire 


them immoderate}y, nor get them I 


DIR ECTLY, nor place his Happineſs in 
them; yet when the Bounty of Providence 
hath dealt them to us fairly, and made 
them our Lot; in ſuch a Caſe what Se- 
zeca has obſerved is undoubtedly true, That 
fer a Man not 10 be able to bear a plentiful 
Fortune; is not an Argument of bis Wiſdom, 


but a Symptom: of bis Weakneſs and Laue 


828 Soul. 82880 
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This laſt Caſe, "PTY you may ima- 
gine no ways ſuits you. However remem- 
ber, Cave ne recipias. Ye have need of the 
beſt Wits to conſult on this Head, what 
pe are to do and how ye are to carry 
yourſelves when worldly Riches break in 
upon you. Upon this I move this Que- 
ſtion, Whether or no, if the things of this 
| World ſhould by ſome Providence of God knock 
and offer themſelves. to us, we are bound to 
| exclude them and refuſe them ? Or we might 
| open and admit of them ? I would in ſuch 
# Caſe divide my Anſwer according to the 
Abilities and Strength of Men. 


2 3 —Y 


I Firſt, | Oui poteſt capere, capiat ; — He 
chat hath Strength and ſpiritual Wiſdom 
e manage them let him receive them. 
9 E ut, | 
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F Secondly, He that. is oak let him not 
intangle himſelf with more than he can 
_ Quid ferre recuſent, quid valcant 


Humeri. 


Humeri. The firſt, receive Pens they 


gerous an Experiment in the above law- ' 
ful Caſes. How much more then the un- 


mature Scrutiny and Deliberation. Conſider, 


| depending, and may create Diſtraction and 
Perplexity of Thought, till ſome r 7 2 
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may and that without Danger of a Recepi- 
Ai, Luke xvi. 25. The laſt, Cave ne recis 


. 
„ 
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If then, Gentlemen, tis ſo nice, ſo daf 


lawful Purſuit, graſping and ſinful Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Riches, when they not only endan- 
ger your own Happineſs here and hereaf- 
ter, but the Happineſs of all your Neigh- 
bours, A dreadful Conſideration ſure upon 


Gentlemen, tho there may be ſome Intricacy ? 
and Uncertainty in this preſent Juncture of 
Time, and Arguments may be raiſed on 
both Sides for and againft the Bill now | 


Conſideration fall in to turn the Scale, — 2} 
The beſt Thing you can do is to conſi. 
der, where there are the greateſt Odds of | 7 | 
Juſtice, Honour and Pecency, and by all! | 

5 Means 
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Means fall in with that Side. For though © 
the Event ſhould prove contrary. to your 
- ExpeQation and Deſire, yer ſtill there will 
be a fecret Satisfaction, the Complacency 
and Teſtimony of your own Breaſts to ſup- 
port you within, and the Reputation and 
Praiſe of Men without, for having choſen 
the better, though not the more fortunate 
Courſe. Nor ought any Miſcarriage in 
ſuch a.Caſe, to provoke the leaſt Re- 
morſe z becauſe no Man can tell what Pro- 
vidence hath to do, or how that will diſ- 
pole of your Endeavours'z and conſequent- 
ly, you cannot be ſecure that your Diſ- 
appointment or Calamity would be the 
leſs, chough you had taken quite different 
Meaſures. © Therefore when a Man can- 
not reſolve himſelf which is the eaſieſt. and 
the. ſhorteſt Way to his Journey's End, 
the beſt Determination he can come to is 
to keep the ftreighteſt Road. Encourage 
not Caleb's Oppoſition, to your Legiſlators, 
merely tor Oppoſition Sake, from any ſel- 
| fiſh, ſordid, baſe Principle; act from 


"% 


that noble Principle of a 1 Good to 


A Man of Pride, Paſſion, Revenge, f 
how ſhall I paint him out? 


To paint aright the Tragick Features 
Of — (and his Creatures) | 
A mere Excreſcence of a Beaſt, 


All Luſt, all Pride, for Beelzebub ** 
Feaſt. 


Conſider, Gentlemen, it is often Mens 
Fate in Matters of Difficulty to ſucceed as 
they that are over nice and cautious com- 
monly do in Bargaining and Articles of 
Agreement; where an exceſſive Care to 
make all faſt and prevent all Manner of 
Danger is but a Means of encreafing the 
Danger and ruining All. For by this 
mighty Circumſpection ſo much more 
Time is ſpent, ſo many People are em- 
ployed, ſo many more Clauſes and Provi- 
ſos are inſerted ; chat "the Differences and 
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Squabbles ariſing from it are multiplied 
in Proportion to the Clutter made for a- 
voiding them. To all which, we may 
add, that this is the Way to provoke For- 
tune, which is jealous of her Honour, and 
will not bear the Preſumption of any Man's 
pretending to exempt. himſelf from her 
Juriſdiction. Which after all is a vain - 
Attempt, and what the moſt provident 
Man alive can never compaſs. For there 
is one above, who hath a Power Para- 
mount, and will not ſuffer his Power 
to be encroach'd upon. 


And 3 the beſt Way ſeems to be 
the diſpatching them with all the Expe- 
dition and Eaſineſs we can, and rather to 
run the Riſque of ſome little Danger than 
create a great Deal of Diſſatisfaction and 
Torment to ourſelves by our cd 
Ni cety and Caution. 


" 


1 In 


Vun ſuam ingruentem refringi non vult. 


(ay 


15 Caſts of At. 5 it is neceft 


 fary a Man ſhould have both Wiſdom and 
Courage, he ſhonld look before him, and 
ſee Dangers at a Diſtance and make a right 
Judgment and Eſtimate of them. For 


Men are very apt to ſee theſe Things in 


falſe Proportions*; and to look upon them 


thro* the Gloſs of Paſſion, rather than 
calm and undiſturb'd Reafon. This is one 
Account why ſuch Things are generally 
apprehended otherwiſe, than in Reality 
they are, becauſe the Affection predomi- 
nant at that Time, repreſents them greater 


or leſs, and impoſes on the Judgment by - 


ſuch Ideas. But then though it may be- 
come a wiſe Man to foreſee al! Hazards 
that are-in any Degree probable ; ; yet it 
is no Way unworthy of him to confider 
them as Contingencies, that they may nor, 
as well as that they may happen; that it 


is great odds all of them will not happen; 
That of thoſe which do, all will not have 


the r . 2 8 which. it is 
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gt ſor one to form in his own Mind, who 
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makes it his Buſineſs to provide againſt the 
very worſt that can come; that a Man 
ſhall by the Help of Induſtry and Pru- 
dence be able to deal with the greateſt 


Part of them well enough. In this Caſe 


too, it is fit to conſider in which of thoſe 


that threaten us, we may promiſe ourſelves | 


Aſſiſtance, and 'accordingly to provide our 
Succours. And as generally in all, ſo in 


_ theſe. Junctures, more eſpecially, to take 
Courage, to fix our Reſolutions and be 


ſteady in our Undertakings. For when 
once a Man hath conſider'd what he goes 
about, and finds /it agreeably to his Duty 
and / what every way becomes him to do, 
he is obliged by all Means to preſerve, 


and not ſuffer any Proſpect of Danger to 


diſcourage him in a commendable At- 
tempt. A wiſe Man will never want Cou- 
rage becauſe he proceeds with Deliberation 
and Thought; prevents the Miſchief of 
Surprize, and provides againſt every thing 
r to . his Deen Nat then tis 
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have a Mixture of Wiſdom too, for with- 
out this all his Boldneſs is but raſh Heat 


and à blind ſool - hardy Giddineſs. 
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is the Prayer and Deſire of the Wiſeſt i 
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